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A large-scale of polulation have been migrating into the city from the rural area 
continuously. The problem of integrating these rural migrants into the urban area has 
become the focus in the academic circles since the reform and opening-up policy was 
performed more than thirty years ago. Most of domestic researches concentrated on 
the economic integration and social integration of rural migrants instead of cultural 
and psychological integration. The contribution of this dissertation lies in studying 
integrating the rural migrants in the urban area from a cultural perspective. It analyzes 
the connection between the cultural capital and integration willingness, integration 
puzzles, integration strategies, and the effects of cultural capital on the cultural and 
psychological integration of rural migrants. Under the framework of Bourdieu's 
cultural capital theory, this dissertation studies cultural integration with data collected 
from observing and interviewing rural migrants in Z Factory in Xiamen by the author. 
Considering the inner disparity among the rural migrants, the author divides them into 
two groups, i.e. workers and white collars, analyzing them with comparison.  
The empirical analysis shows the following three points. Firstly, the   
integration willingness of rural migrants is not affected by the economic capital as 
people usually think. The cultural capital could provide more full-scale insurance 
mentally. Secondly, the puzzles faced by rural migrants are not limited to economic 
factors. Migrating from countryside to cities is a change of living image, not just 
living area change. The biggest impact on their cultural psychology is the conflict 
between their memory and the realistic changed living environments and the 
psychological losses with the change of social status. Thirdly, culture is a barrier that 
has to be got over if they want integrating into urban area. Cultural capital is still their 
facing problem in the process even with rich economic capital. So cultural capital is 
what rural migrants try their best to get. Cultural capital not only manifests in the 
attainment of education and professional skills, but also in living styles, such as 















important method to get the identity from the higher class and to transform cultural 
capital, economic capital and social capital reciprocally. It is the important strategy to 
join in the higher class and get higher social status for those rural migrants who has 
already got certain economic status.     
Now that time is not ripe for China to break the duality of urban-and-rural 
segregation social system in the short term, it is a realistic measure to speed up the 
industrial transformation, develop professional education, coordinate development 
between the rural area and urban area to reduce the gap between them, and then 
realize orderly flow of rural migrants and their step-by-step integration into cities at 
the end.  
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第一章 导 论 
1 









































第一章 导 论 
2 
地上脱离出来，以前所未有的规模和速度自发的、大规模、持续性的流向城市，
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